Outdoor Lighting Ordinance — 2009-1
Town of Edgewater - Sawyer County, Wisconsin

SECTION 1 — PURPOSE and INTENT

A. The title of this ordinance is the Town of Edgewater Qutdoor Lighting Ordinance. It is the intent
of this Ordinance to define practical and effective measures by which the obtrusive aspects of
excessive and/or careless outdoor light usage can be minimized, while protecting the environment,
conserving energy, preserving safety, security and the nighttime use and enjoyment of property.
These measures will reasonably curtail the degradation of the nighttime visual environment by
encouraging lighting practices that direct appropriate amounts of light where and when it is
needed, increasing the use of energy-efficient sources, and decreasing the wastage of light, sky
glow, and glare resulting from over-lighting and poorly shielded or inappropriately directed lighting
fixtures.

B. In adopting this Ordinance, credit is hereby given to both the International Dark Sky
Association, and the University of Wisconsin, College of Engineering for its assistance in

providing valuable information and guidance. Also refer to Appendix A for rationalization in the
Town of Edgewater’s goal in eliminating Light Pollution and helping the Environment.

SECTION 2 — AUTHORITY

This ordinance was adopted under the statutory authority granted pursuant to the Village Powers
of the Town of Edgewater, to 60.10 (2) (c), 60.22 (3), Wis. Stats. This Ordinance was adopted
by the Town Board after it’s receipt of a formal written recommendation of the Town of Edgewater
Plan Commission.

SECTION 3 - CONFORMANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE CODES

All outdoor illuminating devices shall be installed and maintained in conformance with the
provisions of this Ordinance, the Wisconsin Commercial Building Code and Uniform Dwelling
Code, the Electrical Code, and the Sawyer County Sign Code of the jurisdictions as applicable
and under appropriate permit and inspection.

SECTION 4 - APPLICABILITY

A. New Uses, Buildings and Major Additions or Modifications For all proposed new land uses,
developments, new buildings, and structures that require a building permit or other authorization
from the Town, all outdoor lighting fixtures shall meet the requirements of this Ordinance. All
building additions or modifications of twenty (25) percent or more in terms of additional dwelling
units, gross floor area, or parking spaces, either with a single addition or with cumulative
additions subsequent to the effective date of this Ordinance shall be subject to the requirements
of this Ordinance for the entire property, including previously installed and any new outdoor
lighting.

B. Existing Uses. Until January 1, 2019, all existing uses shall be exempted from the provisions of
this Ordinance as described in Section 8 of this Ordinance. After January 1, 2019 all public and
private lighting shall conform to the provisions of this Ordinance unless specifically exempted by
the Town Board. See Section 8(1) exception for bottom mounted outdoor advertising lighting
which must comply within three (3) years from the date of this Ordinance.

C. Public Nuisance: Existing uses and lighting which substantially deviate from the Purpose and
Intent set forth in Section 7, and which are brought to the attention of the Town Board by an
aggrieved party, may constitute a public nuisance under Section 1 above and Town Ordinance
1986-1 and subject to abatement or other relief.






















